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FOREWORD 
 

 

he Words of War anthology series comprises excerpts from privately held original letters, 

diaries, photographs, as well as oral histories from veterans and civilians who have served in 

America’s wars. These volumes were compiled by the Park Tudor Legacy Initiative and 

published in 2002 and 2004 respectively. 

 

Students read, transcribed, edited and researched letters and other wartime documents in order to 

include the “best of the best”. In addition, the anthologies include excerpts from some of our best 

oral history interviews for the Library of Congress Veteran History Project.  

 

This manual is designed to work hand-in-hand with these two anthologies. When referring to 

specific collections, pages numbers and volume (I or II) are indicated. A team of teachers 

representing lower, middle and upper schools, have selected particularly appropriate passages 

and have designed age-appropriate activities that will engage students grades 4-5, 6-8 and 9-12. 

We hope teachers will also be inspired to begin similar Legacy Initiative projects at their own 

school. 

 

Each unit includes a historical overview, a suggested process for teachers and students, and 

anticipated outcomes. All units include a selected bibliography, media resources, and in some 

instances student handouts. All activities meet the national standards for American history.   

 

We welcome your comments and suggestions. A comment form has been included at the end of 

the manual for this purpose. Your feedback will help us polish this manual and add additional 

documents and teaching activities. Please feel free to contact us also with any questions.  

 
Kathryn Lerch,   Editor. Founder and director, Park Tudor Legacy Initiative; Social Studies 

Department Chair Upper School, Western Civilization history   

klerch@parktudor.org   317-415-2700  x3102 

 

Co-editors: 

Chris Hammock  Middle School, Eighth Grade American History 

Debbie Everett Upper School Speech, Lower and Middle School Drama 

 

Contributors: 

Jane Kokotkiewicz  Coordinator of Media Services; Media Services Department Chair 

Karlyn Fox Lower School, Fifth Grade 

Melanie Marshall Lower & Middle School Music; Lower School Fine Arts Coordinator 

 

November 2005 
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