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of veterans
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Peace came at a high cost for wantime vets,” (May 25) is a particularly stirring commentary
by The Star's Jane Lichtenberg. She observes that Indiana veterans "for the most part, lead
ordinary lives," and therefore “it's easy 1o forget about their service to this nation.”

Our national unawareness has been made worse, becatise, in her words, "Schools don't
emphasize U.8. history and the principles on which this nation was founded. Perhaps if voung
people leamed the stories of these velerans, history would come alive for them and they would
b inspired o lzam more”

T am writing to report that aver the past several years in Indianapolis, students with faculty
guidance have worked together (o actually carry out what Lichtenberg is recommending in her
commentary, with the undertaking of the Park Tudor Legacy Initiative.

Park Tudor students have spent the past two years leaming about our veterans from the
Civil War through the Gulf War, They have worked with over 700 original, unpublished letters,
digries and photographs received from veterans and their families from across the country. They
spent their summer vacation, weekends and after-school hours transeribing, researching and
editing fascinating wartime letters.

In addition, students in my Weslern civilization class have recorded, transeribed and edited
oral histories for ever | 20 veterans from World War IT through the Gulf War,

The mission of our Legacy Initiative 15 o actively involve siudents in the study of history
and to develop their eritical thinking and writing skills, We also want to develop an awarengss of
self-sacrifice by our veterans. Another major goal is to publish an anthology every two 1o three
vears, In April, we published our first book, "Words of War: Wartime Memones from the Civil
War Through the Gulf War" with the Guild Press. It is available at Park Tudor and in bookstores,

In order to achicve our mission, we would like 10 connect with many more American
veterns and their families. Thanks 1o o Ster article in Movember 2000, "History"s own voice,” the
community of Indianapolis responded to our first-call for unpublished letters, and we received
hundreds of items.

One domor wrote that "the letters he passed on . . have now begun a new life in the pages
of this excellent book." As o result of community support, my students have discovered the thrill
of learning more about American history and what our veterans have accomplished,

Whenever my students put themselves into "their” veteran's shoes, whether in the Civil
War or as their veteran flies in a Harrier aircraft over Kuwait, they are excited about working with
“real” history, Veterans' stories, letters and photographs are truly worth preserving. Historian
Andrew Carroll, author of "War Letters." wrote the following about the Lepacy Initiative: "A
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Ui project . . . has come to fraition, ond best of all (Kathryn Lerch's) team af students have
had a enajor cobe fn editing aisd assembling | . "Words of War.' Wish this unique praject. which she
wonld like replicated in more schools across the country, she has . . inspired stodents so excel in
an area usaslly reserved for profiessicsal historians,

“The laryer Legacy [nitiative project ala srives o connect the veleran comemumity with
Prrk Tudor's students and thesr families, and a perceniage af the proceeds from this pablication
will be retumed 1o 2 veterans groap.”

Far mare information an the scope of our project, plus speaker's programa apen i the
communizy, please visii oar Web site: httpztfwwepark todorpyvt k] Linas/Legaeylindex. itm,

Lerch is directar af the Legacy Initiative at Park Tudior Scheol in Indianapolis,
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